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Letter from the

Dear Friends of Danbury Youth Services:

Many changes have taken place at
Danbury Youth Services, Inc. (DYS) since
the last Newsletter. DYS had two very
successful  fundraisers: The Butterfly
Garden Breakfast and Benefit Basketball
Tournament, raising over $20,000. The
effort made by staff and board members
was greatly appreciated and was evident
in the events strong turnout.

In addition, DYS welcomes its newest
staff members, Diane Doling, Office
Manager/Bookkeeper, Joe Arconti,
Clinical Director and the promotion of our
Planner/Development  Director,  Julie
Schmitter, to the Assistant Executive

Director position. As always, | am very
grateful for all DYS staff.

Even as | am writing this letter, a state
budget has not been approved. DYS has
thus far escaped major state funding
cuts for its programs but has taken some
significant hits from corporate
foundations in the Greater Danbury Area.
This has had some impacts on DYS ability
to keep programs operating at full
capacity and while DYS enjoyed years of
increased and new funding from private
foundations, this task is getting harder.

A special thank you to all that
contributed to the Earn-A-Bike Program.

Executive Director

This program was facing some hard
times, unable to operate unless further
funding was identified.  The Greater
Danbury Area Community really came
together to support the program through
large and small donations. Cannondale
Bicycle Corporation, provided the largest
donation of $1632 but sparked the
interest of many in the community that
also supported the program. DYS raised
over $8,000 for the Earn-A-Bike
Program.

DYS continues to work hard to
strenghthen its organization through the
development of a new strategic plan, an
overhaul of DYS technology equipment,
and new renovations to the office
building through a state bond grant.

| am very confident, working with staff
and Board of Directors, DYS will remain
strong in  this changing fiscal
environment. DYS is committed to
offering its quality programming for
years to come.

Sincerely,

James J. Walsh
Executive Director
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News From the Board of Directors

Cannondale, Inc. comes through for DYS Earn-A-Bike Program

DYS certainly made a mark in 2008/2009 by marketing its Earn-A-Bike program
and raising a remarkable amount of funds, during an  economic downturn. Earn-A-
Bike provides some of the most disadvantaged childr  en in the Danbury community
with an opportunity to refurbish and own bikes. In addition, through the DYS
Wheels for Kids program, over 150 donated and refur  bished bikes were
distributed to families over the 2008 holiday seaso n. Thanks to the kindness of
many local and regional supporters and companies, e specially Cannondale Bicycle
Corporation, DYS was able to expand this program an d impact the lives of many
more youth in the community.

Danbury Youth Services, Inc. was a recipient of a ¢ heck from Cannondale Bicycle Corp. in the
amount of $1632.00 to assist Danbury Youth Services, Inc. in operating its Wheels For Kids
Program B a program that provides refurbished donat ed bikes to children in the Greater
Danbury Area during the holiday season.

Reflection on DYS 2008 - 2009 Accomplishments

*Raised $20,000 through the Annual Butterfly Garden Breakfast and Annual

Benefit Basketball Tournament

*Leveraged $63,500 from new funding sources includi  ng The Perrin Family
Foundation, Meserve Memorial Fund, Procter and Gamb le, Fairfield County
Community Foundation donor advised funds, Union Sav ings Bank, Wolfblock LLP,
and the City of Danbury Public Schools Extended Lea rning Program

, and Threats (SWOT)
ve Memorial Fund to develop

*Completed the Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities
analysis and received a $3,000 grant from the Meser
a strategic plan for the agency

*Celebration of DYS 40 years of incorporation, incl
40th Anniversary Cookbook

uding issuing a special DYS

Danbury Youth Services, Inc. (DYS) Benefit Basketba Il Tourney,
held on April 24, 2009 at Danbury High School raise  d $10,500
for the youth organization. Above are the DYS Boar  d of
Directors present at the Tourney.

Funding News

With the tough economic times that are upon us, fun d
development can be difficult. DYS is proud to anno unce some
of its program supporters for 09-10.

Perrin Family Foundation: ~ $10,000 Youth and Family Counseling
GE: $15,000 Youth and Famiily Counseling

Praxair, Inc: ~ $10,000 DYS Programs

Pitney Bowes Education and Literacy Fund: $25,000 Kids

Literacy After School Program

Fairfield County Community Foundation: $20,000 TARGET

After School Program
Procter and Gamble: ~ $5,000 After School Programs

Meserve Memorial Foundation:
Information Technology

$4600 Capacity Building and

Cannondale Bicycle Corporation: ~ $1,632 Earn-A-Bike Program

DYS Staff News:

DYS would like to welcome the following new staff:

Joe Arconti  joined DYS staff as new Clinical Director. Mr.

Arconti is retired from Danbury High School, where he worked
as a guidance counselor. Mr. Arconti has been part  of the
Danbury Public Schools for over 30 years as an educ ator. He is
a Licenced Professional Counselor and Guidance Courselor. Mr.
Arconti resides in Brookfield.

Diane Doling is working as the Bookkeeper/Office Manager.

Ms. Doling started her new position on June 26, 200 9 and has
already assisted the agency in its technology issue s,
implemented new bookkeeping practices, and is helpi ng to
create a new data base system. She has over 25 yea rs of
bookkeeping experience and also works part - time f  or Stuart
Somers Co. in Southbury, Ct. Ms. Doling lives in D anbury, Ct.

Elizabeth Cotter  also joined DYS as the new Outreach

Counselor and Girls As Leaders Project Director. M s. Cotter
assisted DYS is creating a new curriculum for the T  ARGET
program and instructs a Peacemakers after school cI ass at
Stadley Rough Elementary School. Ms. Cotter has a Bachelor of
Science in Dance Education and a Masters in Communi ty
Counseling. She is a Nationally Certified Counselo r, working
towards professional licensure.

Carol Gerner is the receptionist at DYS, working 15 hours a
week. Ms. Gerner came to DYS from Maturity Works Pr  ogram.
Ms. Gerner answers the agency's telephone and offer s clerical
support to all staff at DYS. She has 45 + years in  clerical
experience and was employed by Union Carbide, subsi diary of
Dow Chemical Corporation.

DYS appreciates the work of its three (3) valuable interns in
the Youth and Family Counseling Program. Kathy lerace, Kelly
Alvarez , and Lisa Hughes, pursuing their Master's Degree and
other clinical certifications. In addition, Alyson Bain and
Tatiana Pereira , both West Conn students, are a wonderful
addition to the DYS staff and offer such valuable s ervices to
the agency.

Strengthening Youth and Families for over 40 Years - The City of Danbury Youth Services Bureau Since 1978
DYS Mission: To strengthen youth and families by supporting and fostering hope and teaching the skills necessary to lead
positive and productive lives

DYS, 91 West Street, Danbury, Ct. (p) 203-748-2936

and (f) 203-797-8568 www.danbury.org/dys
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